Using Social Media Effectively
Social media is a double-edged sword. It has fractured our political dialogue, helped spread misinformation, and cluttered discourse with irrelevant information. Yet it also holds tremendous potential if used correctly. Twitter and Facebook are powerful tools to build your Democracy Matters chapters, organize events, and educate the public about key democracy issues. And they also consume a lot of time. So how do we maximum the impact of social media while minimizing time spent on it?  
How to use social media effectively for political purposes:

· Social Media as a news source. Twitter in particular is a great place to stay up-to-date on democracy news. Thought leaders alert us to key events, give their takes on them, and post relevant op-eds. See attached list of Adam’s favorite democracy thought-leaders on Twitter. 
· DM Facebook page is a great source of information to re-post to your own lists and contacts.

· Pester politicians. When politicians peddle myths of voter fraud or are influenced by big money, reply to their posts with counter-point articles. Best of all, post a link to their campaign finance data. This makes politicians squeamish. Everyone who views their post will see your reply. Do it enough and you will have created significant pressure.  
· Tweet at local reporters about your events. They might be interested.

· Use graphics. This can include (tasteful) memes, videos, or original content such as photos of your group at an event. These latter graphics show people you are on the ground doing actual work!
· Be jovial and playful, but do not be unprofessional. The best posts on Twitter and Facebook are informational and funny. They use humor to highlight the absurdities of our political system. Stay away from attacking individuals -  keep your accounts focused on democracy.
· Retweets and reposts are great, but make sure to have consistent original content. Your social media accounts shouldn’t be bots that parrot thought leaders. You have perspective—the youth perspective—and that is valuable. 

· You need to constantly post material. In order to have the maximum impact, you need to keep your accounts as active as possible.

Note: If want reposted on the national DM Facebook or Twitter page, tell your staff link and we will do it!

Social media is an integral part of 21st century political organizing. But online engagement is not a substitute for in-person engagement. The most effective way to mobilize your peers is through face-to-face encounters, and by  putting on creative, informative, and engaging events. Never let social media get in the way of that.  
