This is a sample op-ed that you can submit under your name to your school paper OR change it as you like OR write your own.  Getting one or more op eds into your school paper each semester is a great way to spread the word about the importance of student activism and social change, as well as money in politics. 

Note that I have talked about the PROBLEM but also a positive SOLUTION!!

SAMPLE OP ED OUTLINE

1. State the problem/topic (why you personally are concerned). “Students voices are not being heard by our politicians.  Our elected representatives need to deal with the corruption of the political process by big money. Our broken campaign finance system shuts out ordinary voters.”

2. Describe the problem in a way that makes it more real for the reader. “It is estimated that in 2012, candidates will collectively spend $6 billion on the election. This money comes from special interest groups and causes candidates to be more accountable to their interests and less accountable to ours.” 

3. State the solution, both generally and specifically. “The problem is money and politics. We need to advocate for publicly-financed, ‘clean’ elections that make our leaders accountable to us, their constituents, and not special interest groups. One way we can do this is by telling our legislators we are fed up with big money dominating our political process – we want a government of, by and for the people, not the funders.  Luckily there is an organization like Democracy Matters that advocates getting special interest money out of elections.” 

4. Summary: Wrap it up with the final “why”– again, the more personal the better. A single, well-written sentence wins your audience. “Our leaders need to listen to what we want, not big business.”

HOW TO GET AN OPINION PIECE PRINTED

The normal process is to submit a typed article (average length of 200-500 words) with a cover letter to the Editorial Page Editor.
· Keep in mind the usual protocol for submitting to sets of papers. 
· Submit to BOTH school paper and local newspaper where you go to school or at home - especially small papers!
· It’s important to follow up ruthlessly: Did they get it? Will the print it (and when)? Can you adjust it to their specifications?
